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New  Stamp  in  Honor  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  205th  Birthday 


SPRINGFIELD  (AP)  --  A  new  commemorative  stamp  will  be  released  to 
mark  Abraham  Lincoln's  205th  birthday. 

U.S.  Postal  Service  officials  will  at  the  Old  State  Capitol  in  Springfield 
February  12th  to  unveil  the  new  stamp.  The  stamp  will  feature  an  image 
of  the  Lincoln  Memorial  in  Washington. 

Lincoln  and  his  family  lived  in  Springfield  for  more  than  two  decades 
before  he  was  elected  as  the  country's  16th  president  in  1860.  Lincoln 
worked  out  of  the  capitol  building  as  both  a  lawyer  and  a  politician. 

He  delivered  his  famous  "House  Divided"  speech  in  the  building's 
Representatives  Hall  and  based  his  presidential  campaign  there.  It  was 
also  one  of  the  spots  where  Lincoln's  body  laid  in  state  following  his 
April  1865  assassination 
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Last  Updated  on  Thursday,  20  February  2014  06:34 

February  2014  -  SPRINGFIELD,  IL  —  The  U.S.  Postal  Service  today  honored  President 
Abraham  Lincoln  with  a  new  stamp  issued  at  the  second-ounce  rate  for  envelopes  and  mailings 
that  require  additional  postage,  during  a  ceremony  at  the  Old  State  Capitol.  Customers  may 
purchase  the  21 -cent  stamp  at  usps.com/stamps,  800-STAMP24  (800-782-6724)  and  at  Post 
Offices  nationwide. 

"This  is  a  proud  day  for  the  Postal  Service,  for  the  people  of 
Springfield,  and  for  everyone  who  continues  to  draw  inspiration 
from  the  life  and  legacy  of  Abraham  Lincoln,"  said  Jeffrey 
Williamson,  chief  human  resources  officer  and  executive  vice 
president. 

"The  mail  is  where  special  memories  are  made.  That  was  true 
during  Lincoln's  lifetime.  It's  true  now.  And  that's  why  I  want  to 
encourage  everyone  to  use  the  new  Lincoln  stamp  from  the 
United  States  Postal  Service,"  Williamson  said.  "This  stamp  is 
an  ideal  way  to  make  special  memories  through  the  mail." 

^  2014 

C/^>'v^y^y^y-^  /^^  The  stamp  features  a  black-and-white  photograph  with  a  close- 

iincoin-stamp  ^jg^         statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  by  sculptor  Daniel 

Chester  French  that  is  housed  inside  the  Lincoln  Memorial  in  Washington,  DC.  The  image  is 
slightly  cropped  to  showcase  the  President's  rugged  facial  features.  Carol  Highsmith  took  the 
original  photograph.  Art  director  Derry  Noyes  designed  the  stamp. 

Joining  Williamson  to  dedicate  the  Lincoln  stamp  were  David  Martin,  district  manager  and  lead 
executive,  Gateway  District;  Philip  Geraci,  postmaster,  Springfield,  IL;  Amy  Martin,  director, 
Illinois  Historic  Preservation  Agency;  and  the  Lincoln  Land  Community  College  Choir. 

Customers  may  view  the  Abraham  Lincoln  stamp,  as  well  as  many  of  this  year's  other  stamps, 
on  Facebook  at  facebook.com/USPSStamps,  on  T\N'\{{er@USPSstamps  or  at  USPSstamps.com. 

Ordering  FIrst-Day-of-lssue  PostmarksCustomers  have  60  days  to  obtain  the  first-day-of- 
issue  postmark  by  mail.  They  may  purchase  new  stamps  at  local  Post  Offices,  at  The  Postal 
Store  at  usps.com/shop,  or  by  calling  800-STAMP-24.  They  should  affix  the  stamps  to  envelopes 
of  their  choice,  address  the  envelopes  to  themselves  or  others,  and  place  them  in  larger 
envelopes  addressed  to: 

Abraham  Lincoln  StampPostmasterFDOl  Postmark2105  East  Cook  StreetSpringfield,  IL  62703- 
9998 

After  applying  the  first-day-of-issue  postmark,  the  Postal  Service  will  return  the  envelopes 
through  the  mail.  There  is  no  charge  for  the  postmark  up  to  a  quantity  of  50.  For  more  than  50, 
the  price  is  five  cents  each.  All  orders  must  be  postmarked  by  April  15,  2014. 
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Ordering  First-Day  CoversThe  Postal  Service  also  offers  first-day  covers  for  new  stamp  issues 
and  Postal  Service  stationery  items  postmarked  with  the  official  first-day-of-issue  cancellation. 
Each  item  has  an  individual  catalog  number  and  is  offered  in  the  quarterly  USA  Philatelic 
catalog,  online  at  usps.com/shop  or  by  calling  800-782-6724.  Customers  may  request  a  free 
catalog  by  calling  800-782-6724  or  writing  to: 

U.S.  Postal  ServiceCatalog  RequestPO  Box  219014  Kansas  City,  MO  64121-9014 
Philatelic  ProductsThere  are  seven  philatelic  products  available  for  the  pane  of  20: 

■  116806,  Press  Sheet  w/Die  Cuts,  $12.60  (print  quantity  of  1,000). 

■  116808,  Press  Sheet  w/o  Die  Cuts,  $12.60  (print  quantity  of  1,000). 

■  116810,  Keepsake  (Pane  &  Digital  Color  Postmark  Set),  $6.95. 

■  116816,  First-Day  Cover  (Lincoln  and  Patriotic  Star),  $1.14. 

■  1 16821 ,  Digital  Color  Postmark  (Lincoln  and  Patriotic  Star),  $1 .85. 

■  116831,  Stamp  Deck  Card,  $0.95. 

■  1 16832,  Stamp  Deck  Card  w/Digital  Color  Postmark,  $2.20. 
There  are  two  philatelic  products  available  for  the  coil  of  100: 

■  774416,  First-Day  Cover  (Lincoln  and  Patriotic  Star),  $1.14 

■  774421 ,  Digital  Color  Postmark  (Lincoln  and  Patriotic  Star),  $1 .85 

The  Postal  Service  receives  no  tax  dollars  for  operating  expenses,  and  relies  on  the  sale  of 
postage,  products  and  services  to  fund  its  operations. 
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